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puerile. All pagan cults were essentially super-
stitious. The peasant of our own day, who drops a
coin into the box of a miraculous chapel, who asks
the aid of a particular saint for his oxen or his
horses, who drinks a certain water to cure a special
disease, is, In so far, pagan. Almost all our super-
stitions are the remains of a religion anterior to
Christianity, and which Christianity has not been
able entirely to root out. If at the present day we
wished to recover a living image of paganism, we
should have to look for it in some village lying for-
gotten in the depths of a country district altogether
behind the times.

As the only guardians of the pagan cults were
interested sacristans and a variable popular tradition,
they could not fail to degenerate into adulation.
Augustus, though with some reserve, permitted
himself to be worshipped in the provinces. Tiberius
allowed the ignoble rivalry of the Asian towns, as
to which should have the honour of building him a
temple, to be decided in his own presence.1 The

1 Tacit. Ann. iv. 55, 56.    Conf. Yaler. Max. prol